ARTI LE APPEARED
oN paciApproged For Release 2004106/20: TIABRDP81M00980R000600200008- -6
—_ 22 March 1978

By James Coates
‘ Chicago Tribuné- Press Servics- ‘

WASHINGTOV—-Former. Atty Gen.
John Mitchell disclosed Tuesday that he -

w carried-a warning to Capitol Hill in 1971,

i L.that Koreark agents had infiltrated the

* House speaker’s staff and had launched -

#a bribe: scheme aimed. at a number of
congressmen B

- Mitchell, currently on ‘a medxcal fur-

A

v

(lough from a- prison sentence. for his'

* role in'the Watergate coverup, said that
* he received.the. warning from U. S. in-
- telligence,.agencies and -personally met

- with House Speaker Carl Albert. Mxtch-

- ell said he -told Albert that an agent .-
¢ controlled by thé Korean Central Intelh-
gence Agency was ‘on his staff. - :

* Subcommittee - investigating - U. S. Kore-

. an ties. Mitchell indicated that the agent ..
on Albert’s staff was Suz1 Park Thomp—_

SOl’l :,.5 . \

" Mrs. Thompson, a frequent Capltol'

Hﬂl party-giver linked romantically to a
: California congressman, remained on
‘‘Albert’s staff until late 1976, when Al-
bert ‘an Oklahoma Democrat retn'ed.

NO OTHER congressman recelved

-"any warning from the attorney general -

~that Korean agents were scheming to ~

" -buy- congressional influence, Mitchell -
* said. The resulting scandal has endan-

gered many careers. and badly mamed
Congress’ image. .

‘Documents released Tuesday mdxcate.-
* that both Mitchell and Henry Kissinger, ~

. the Nixon administration’s national se-

- curity adviser, were told details of the-.:
. Korean plans by an unidentified U.S."
spy agency, The spy’ agency obtamed'*-

" the details ¢overtly.

Heavily censored Federal Bureau of
- Investigation memos show that fnost de- |
-tails of the Korean scheme were known "
by the fail of 1971,.That information has |
only recently become generally known.

RNt

Albert 1gnored the warning, Mxtchell .
told :a House ‘International Relations .

) O\E OF THE documents released

ic Party.

subordmate should read it. S

Mitchell said under oath Tuesday that".
he had never seen the memo mentxonmg,

payoffs to the Democratic Party, even
though FBI files indicate he received it.

Mltchell said he was certain he did

not see the memo. He pointed out that
" as manager of the 1972 Republican pres-
idential campaign, he could have: used

the mformatxon agamst the Democrats

5 'VHTCHELL WAS conwcted in 197a for - |
the cover-up of- the Nixon administra-:
* tion’s involvement in the 1972 burglary .| *~
of the Democratic National Committee -

- offices at the Watergate office building.

" Kissinger is tentatively scheduled to

tmtlfy Wednesday: about the same mem-
_.orandum. Rep. ~Donald Fraser Db,
“"Minn.], chairman. of the House subcom-

mlttee, has said he wants to determine -
-why ‘the White House did not warn con--

‘gressmien in time to avoid the scandal.

. Mitchell ariswered that question Tues-
" day by saying that as _atlorney general

he decided ‘“we were dealing with a
- separate 'and “discrete ‘arm of gdovern-
‘ment, They [Congress] should take care
" of their own-problems.” NI

Fraser produced three Hoover memos
" addressed to Mitchell and Kissinger.
“Mitchell acknowledged seeing only the
memo mentioning that Korean agents

- had found JObS on;iwo congrossmnalf
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Tuesday indicates that Korean President
1Park Chung Hee was “directly in-
. volved” in contributing ““several hun- | -
- dred thousand dollars” to the Democrat- '

.That is.a new.allegatlon The -source -

“1s.a memo from.the.late FBI DirectorJ, .|
- Edgar Hoover, - which FBI files, show
'1as sent to both Mitchell and Kissinger
“marked “eyes’ only,” meanmg “that no .
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MITCHELL DENIED that he had seen
the memo referring to Korean-eontribu-

" tions to ‘Democrats or another document

indicating that a U.S. congrwsman —_

‘his - 'identity~‘censored - by- Fraser —-
‘helped the Koreans plan their mﬂuence- ’

buying scheme. .

‘The second memo Says that the con-
gressman met with Korean President -
Park and urged him to plaoe Korean
businessman Tongsun Park in charge of -
“mfluence—lobbymg efforts in the Umted
States.” . «.. .-

TESTNO\IY BEFORE Fraser’s sul)- .
committee Tuesday by a former FBI
officials disclosed that the bureau had
first. mvestlgated Korean actmtles m'
Washington in 1568, - e
" The early. mvestlgatmn dxsclosed that
CIA analysts had concluded that Tong-
sun Park and other Koreans were con-
ducting a Korean lobbying operanon on
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